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As Easy as 123: No Gray Area by Vonda Hamilton
With its subtitle, Number and Color Idioms with ASL, this book follows Vonda Hamilton’s Letting the
Cat out of the Bag: Learning ABC Idioms in ASL.
There are idioms for 19 numbers and seven colors. Besides showing the meanings, it plays with the
absurdity of the idioms. There is Scripture to make a point about each idiom because Hamilton’s
ministry, Expressions of Emmanuel, aims to present the Word of God to the Deaf community.
The book uses simple English, and is illustrated to reach kindergarten to elementary age Deaf and
Hearing children. It includes a DVD and online resources with sign language explanations of the
idioms, expanded meanings, the ASL signs that are in the illustrations, and the related Scriptures. It
encourages the children (and parents) to memorize the 26+ verses that accompany the idioms.
Hamilton says, Idioms don’t mean what they say. They can be very difficult for Deaf people because of
the differences between visual and audio languages. The book is for Deaf children, but we believe that
many Deaf adults will find it interesting.
The book’s higher purpose is to share Bible truths with the children and their families. Since 90
percent of Deaf children are born to hearing parents, they want Deaf-friendly and sign-languagefriendly resources to help them learn to sign, read, and grasp educational and spiritual truths, too.
People who might not be looking for a Bible-based book, might choose this book to learn sign
language and idioms.
There are about 250 million Deaf people in the world. Only 1-2% are Christians, making them an
unreached people group, in a sense. This book has discipleship and evangelistic possibilities to
touch the Deaf Community and those around them. Idioms can confuse anyone, so the book can
be used in TESOL settings in or out of the Deaf community.
January Book Club
donations will help
publish 1000 copies
of As Easy as 123:
No Gray Area.

The first book, Letting the Cat
out of the Bag: Learning ABC
Idioms with ASL.
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